


One third of all
grassroots matches
are played without
a qualified referee.

The Professional Game and Respect

The professional game has a big role to
play in demonstrating Respect towards
match officials. 

Here are the five key Respect steps 
the professional game have agreed:

1. Captain taking responsibility.

2. Referee managing the game. 

3. Pre-match briefing meeting with 
referee and managers/captains. 

4. Team handshake before kick-off.

5. Managing behaviour in the 
technical area.

For more details on these steps 
go to: TheFA.com/Respect

Captain tips to instil Respect

• Ensure you wear a Respect captain’s 
armband – these will be provided by 
your club.

• Together with your opposition captain, 
make yourself known to the referee 
before the game. He/she will ask if you 
are clear about your responsibilities.

• Ensure all your players understand 
what they can/cannot do in relation 
to the referee and what is meant by 
‘unwanted behaviour’. This can only 
benefit your match and football as 
a whole.

• Ensure your vice-captain (appoint one 
if you haven’t got one) is aware of 
these rules, in case you are unavailable 
for a game.

• Ensure every player in your team has 
signed the Respect Code of Conduct.




